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District Moves from Acceptable to 
Recognized
Teachers, staff members, the Board of Trustees, 
administrators, and students have worked hard over 
several years to make Klein a Recognized district. 
By using data, we have targeted instruction to meet 
students’ needs. As a result of good instruction, 
students have learned, and their TAKS scores reflect 
that learning. 

We Excelled
Gaining Knowledge

SAT and ACT 2009 Highlights
    ACT average composite score was 22.5; the          
       Texas average was 20.l8; the national average          
       was 21.1. 
    SAT mathematics score of 531 was five points          
       higher than last year. The state score is 506,         
       and the national score is 515. 
    SAT reading and critical writing showed          
       a slight decline as did the state and           
       national scores in these areas. 

2009 SAT Scores

TAKS 2009 Highlights
 District attains Recognized rating. 
    District improved scores on all 25 tests.
    17 campuses improved their ratings from 2008.
    31 campuses were Recognized and Exemplary  in  
       2009 compared to 24 in 2008.
 Gaps among demographic groups decreased.   
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Hurricane Ike
The heart of Klein became evident after Hurricane Ike, just as our community had shown 
compassion to those whose lives were in turmoil because of Hurricane Katrina four years 
ago. Many Klein schools helped those in need because of Ike’s damage. 

Epps Island Fire 
On December 8, a fire erupted at Epps Island Elementary School causing significant 
damage. Immediate efforts by area volunteer fire departments were followed by support 
from all Klein ISD departments and nearby schools. This team effort ensured that the 
students of Epps Island were the number one priority. The Klein Education Foundation 
coordinated donations to cover replacement costs of items not covered by district insurance. 

H1N1
The Klein ISD was not heavily affected by H1N1 flu. Kuehnle Elementary School was 
closed for two days with a suspected case at the urging of the Harris County Health 
Department. The district’s school nurses ensured that KISD met all requirements of the 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the plant operations department 
increased and enhanced their cleaning of hard surfaces in school buildings, to help ensure 
that our children stayed healthy. 

Klein Education Foundation 
Even the uncertain world economy did not prevent the Klein Education Foundation from 
experiencing a successful year. In 2008-2009, the foundation awarded 23 grants worth 
approximately 
$96,000 at 
22 schools. 
Since 2001, the 
foundation has 
awarded grants 
totaling $753,347 
to teachers. But 
the foundation 
does more than 
give grants to 
teachers. The 
foundation 
also designated 
$86,500 for 
professional 
development.

Meeting Challenges

We Overcame



Kasey Mathew,  
Crystal Award Winner

Each year, the Spring Branch 
Education Foundation and the 
Houston Chronicle present six 
educators the Crystal Award for 
making a difference for students. 
Ms. Mathew, a previous state 
finalist in the H-E-B Excellence 
in Education competition, was 
a 2009 Crystal winner. She and 
her second/third grade bilingual 
students defied gravity in 2009! 
All passed TAKS with a majority 
earning the state’s commended 
recognition.  

Defying Expectations

We Reached Higher
Lucy Blome, winner of the 
State Board of Education 
Heroes for Children 
Award

Ms. Blome represents the 
Friends of the Forest, a coalition 
of community members who, 
although they have no children at 
Klein Forest High School, have 
united to serve as volunteers at 
their neighborhood school. When 
her sons were at Klein Forest, 
Ms. Blome also volunteered. 
Nowadays, she enlists others to 
serve as Friends of the Forest and 
gives her time and her smiles for 
today’s students. Ms. Blome has 
not let a busy life prevent her 
from being one of Texas’ most 
outstanding volunteers. 

Klein Collins High School 
Air Force Junior ROTC 
participated in the 2009 
Inaugural Parade 

On January 20, 36 Air Force 
Junior ROTC cadets marched 
with the best of the best after 
earning the right to participate 
as one of Texas’ two marching 
units in the Inaugural Parade. 
Their application video showed 
the marching skills of the Klein 
Collins students who have 
earned 14 national first place 
awards. With support of the 
AFJROTC Booster Club, the 
students experienced a dream 
come true.



Teacher Mr. Mike Hall, Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, and Mallory Schier

KCHS Student Mallory Schier, 
designer of a flag that flew over 
the U. S. Capitol  

When a 3’ x 5’ flag Mallory Schier designed 
flew over the U. S. Capitol, the Texas 
armadillo rose to new heights.  Mallory 
was the winner of the Texas Art Education 
Association’s flag design contest, a part of 
the national Youth Art Month celebration. 
After fitting five art courses and three 
German courses into her schedule as well 
as college classes in Japanese and private 
lessons in Polish, Mallory was not bound 
by restraints that could have limited her 
development!

Shay Harman, H-E-B state 
winner of the Rising Star 
category in the Excellence in 
Education contest

Mr. Harman is a sixth year teacher who 
has discovered how to unlock the love 
of learning with first grade students. To 
watch Mr. Harman teach is like watching a 
magician wave a magic wand. He uniquely 
engages young learners who are ready 
to grow academically from his learner- 
centered, hands-on lessons.  

SBOE Vice Chair Mr. Lawrence Allen and Ms.Lucy Blome

Mr. Shay Harman



Bond Funds at Work
► Mueller Elementary School opened on August 24, 2009. Built for 850   
     students, the design is a repeat of Frank and Benignus elementary schools.            
     This school relieved capacity at Benignus, Schultz, and Roth elementary   
     schools. The school is located at  7074 FM 2920. ($16,018,489) 
 
► Ulrich Intermediate School will open for the fall semester in 2010. Designed  
     for an enrollment of 1,250  students, the school replicates the model of   
     Krimmel and  Schindewolf intermediate schools. The school is located at   
     10103 Spring Cypress Road. ($25,126,920) 

► The South Transportation Center will improve service, safety, and           
     efficiency in the transportation department. Because the facility will be    
     closer to the schools it serves, it reduces the number of miles driven for which  
     the district receives no reimbursement from the state. ($4,306,000)
 
► Klein ISD Annex houses the district’s Therapeutic Education Program   
     (TEP) and the Discipline Alternative Education Program. The current   
     facility south of Klein High School is being replaced with a new facility    
     at 7302 Kleingreen Lane. ($15,567,577) 
 
► Assorted projects for interior renovations, repairs, energy conservation,          
     roofing, fire alarm, transportable building repairs and construction,         
     and heating/ventilation/air conditioning repairs and replacement have been   
     completed. ($20,600,000)

► Prior to the passage of the 2008 bond election, voters passed a bond package        
     in 2004. The Strack music/arts addition that was opened in August, 2009,        
     was constructed with funds from the 2004 bond plan. This facility provides   
     additional space for fine arts instruction. ($3,106,300)

We Spent Wisely
Making Positive Changes

After voters 

approved the 

$646.9 million 

bond package 

in the spring 

of 2008, the 

district began 

using those 

funds based 

on the bond 

plan that was 

offered to 

voters.

KISD Shines in Tough Times
The district closed the 2008-2009  amended general fund budget with a surplus of approximately $700,000 
despite the fact that the adopted budget called for a $5.4 million draw down in reserves. The primary 
reasons for this were the district’s receiving additional state aid for compensatory education, a reduction in 
utility costs due to implementing energy conservation measures, and payroll cost savings from funded, but 
unfilled, positions.  The estimated fiscal year ending fund balance will be approximately $74 million which 
is considered an optimum balance. A prudent business practice encourages organizations to keep about three 
months of working capital in reserve. The Klein ISD is at the three-month level.

Mueller Elementary School 
under construction



We Soared
Providing Opportunities

Students who recognize their need to attend an academic alternative campus find 
a second chance at the Klein Vistas High School Program. Ironically, Vistas 
is housed in a building that has found a second life. It was formerly an H-E-B 
grocery. After it was vacant for several years, the district purchased the property 
and created an attractive learning environment. A staff of 18 teachers and director 
Ms. Peggy Ekster, associate director Ms. Julie Gras, and guidance counselor Ms. 
Barbara Dooley are committed to ensuring that students succeed in the classroom 
and on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests. 

Vistas was the first campus to receive tablet PCs for each student. In this one-to-
one learning environment, students use 21st century learning in all areas of the 
curriculum. Below is a letter from a grateful Vistas student.

Dear Klein Community,
I am a senior at Vistas. I have had some very hard, cruel, and rough times in my 

life. I’ve also had some sad, happy, and grateful times. I grew up in a home that was very unstable. When I tried to tell my mother what 

was happening in our home, she did not believe me. When I was 16, I decided I could not take the abuse any more. I got tired of 

crying myself to sleep. I promised myself that no matter what happens, I would 

not take my own life. 
CPS took my siblings and me out of school and they put us into a foster home. 

They put me with family friends and made them my guardians. I really 

do believe that God answered my prayers because they put me into a better 

environment. 

In 2008, doctors discovered that I had cancer. I had to have surgery to remove 

a kidney. I was devastated. I was too young for that, but I was too young to die. 

I wanted to start back to school, but my life came first. I got better after four 

months.

I was behind in school so my counselor told me about Vistas. I applied and had 

my interviews. When I got the letter that said I was accepted, I jumped up and 

down. I could not wait to get started in Vistas. In the summer of 2009, I did 

five classes, three online and two in summer school. I am proud of what I have 

accomplished. I will not live in the past. I am going to live for my future. I will be 

graduating in May of 2010.     Thanks for believing in me!



The 2008-2009 school year was one of personal and group 
recognition. We were all so proud of the Klein Collins High 
School Air Force JROTC cadets who represented Texas, the 
Klein community, and their school as one of 100 groups from 
across the U.S. marching in the Inaugural Parade. 

Individuals and groups brought recognition to the district. 
Ms. Robin Welch of Strack Intermediate School was named 
the K-eight grade Texas Educational Theatre Association 
Educator of the Year. Klein was named a Community of 
Respect by the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), 23 campuses 
earned the No Place for Hate recognition, and Ms. Lorraine 
Pratt received the ADL Walter Kase Teacher Excellence 
Award. These recognitions are important because we 
encourage respect, tolerance, and understanding.

Your tax dollars are at work as we continue to implement 
the 2008 Bond Plan. The district opened the music/arts 
addition at Wunderlich Intermediate School and provided 
a tablet PC computer for each student at Klein Oak High 
School. We constructed Mueller Elementary School and 
began building the South Transportation Center, Ulrich 
Intermediate School, the KISD Annex, and classroom 
additions at Klein Oak and Klein Collins high schools. Bond 
dollars make a difference across the district. Thank you for 
your continued support.

Klein Independent School District
7200 Spring-Cypress Road
Klein, Texas  77379 - 3215
www.kleinisd.net
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In Klein, nothing held us back in 2008-2009. From 
Hurricane Ike in the early fall to a fire at Epps Island 
Elementary School in the winter, to the possibility of an 
outbreak of flu in the spring, our students let nothing keep 
them from success. 

The advancement of the district from an academically 
Acceptable rating to the Recognized rating reflects support 

of the Klein ISD Board 
of Trustees, hard work by 
teachers and administrators, 
outstanding direction from 
the department of curriculum 
and instruction, and parental 
encouragement. We know 
that Klein is and always has 
been more than test scores, 
but we also recognize that 
the rating system based on 
student performance on 

the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) is 
an important measurement tool. TAKS tests are based on 
the state curriculum. When students show achievement on 
TAKS, we know that they are accomplishing the academic 
goals that the district and the state have established. 

Dr. Jim Cain


